
Title: Brushstrokes of Resilience 

Characters: 

• Jerry Ross 
• Sidney Gross (Jerry's father) 
• Jeanette Ross (Jerry's mother) 
• Mrs. Beagleman (art teacher) 
• Bullies 
• University of Buffalo Activists 
• Martin Sostre and Defense Committee Members 
• Hotel Pancho Villa Owner, Pancho Ihm 
• Angela Czyzewski (Jerry's wife) 
• Italian Art Enthusiasts 

Scene 1: Childhood Shadows 

[Jerry Ross, a young boy with a sketchbook in hand, is sitting in his room, surrounded by 
art supplies. The walls of the room are adorned with colorful paintings.] 

Jerry: (Speaking to himself) Art has always been my refuge, my escape from the shadows 
of my childhood. 

[Sidney Gross enters the room, carrying a briefcase.] 

Sidney: Jerry, my boy, I brought you something. (He hands Jerry an oil paint box and set 
of  paintbrushes.) Your talent deserves the best tools. 

Jerry: Thanks, Dad. I'll make good use of them. 

 

Scene 2: Sibling Rivalry Unleashed 

(Scene: The living room. Ronnie, a taller and older brother, is sitting on the couch with a 
mischievous grin. Diane, a timid and sensitive younger sister, is standing nearby, visibly 
upset.) 

Diane: (sniffling) Ronnie, why do you always have to tease me? It's not fair! 

Ronnie: (laughs) Oh, come on, Di! It's just a little harmless fun. You're such a crybaby. 



Diane: (teary-eyed) It's not funny! You know how much it upsets me. Can't you be nicer 
to me for once? 

(Enter Me, the middle sibling, observing the scene from the corner of the room.) 

Me: (stepping forward) Ronnie, lay off her. Can't you see how upset she is? 

Ronnie: (rolling his eyes) Oh, look who decided to join the party! What are you going to 
do about it, huh? 

Me: (stepping closer) If you don't stop this right now, I swear I'll make you regret it. 

(Ronnie and I exchange heated glances, tension mounting between us. Just as it seems 
like a fight is about to break out, Father Sidney storms into the room, his face flushed 
with anger.) 

Father Sidney: Enough! What is going on here? I've had it with this constant bickering! 
We're supposed to be a family! 

Ronnie: (defiantly) She started it, Dad! She's always crying over nothing. 

Diane: (sobbing) That's not true, Dad! Ronnie keeps teasing me all the time, and it hurts! 

Father Sidney: (raising his voice) That's enough, both of you! We are sitting down for 
dinner right now, and I won't tolerate any more fighting. Is that clear? 

(Ronnie and I exchange resentful glances but nod in agreement. We reluctantly make 
our way to the dinner table, with Diane wiping away her tears.) 

(Scene: The dining room. The family sits around the table, tense silence lingering in the 
air. Father Sidney takes a deep breath, trying to restore calmness.) 

Father Sidney: (calmly) Let's just eat our dinner in peace, shall we? No more arguing or 
teasing tonight. 

(Ronnie, unable to resist, starts quietly mocking Diane, who lowers her head, tears 
welling up once again.) 

Ronnie: (whispering mockingly) Crybaby Diane, can't even handle a little teasing. 

(Father Sidney's anger, suppressed until now, erupts.) 



Father Sidney: That's it! I've had enough of your disrespect, Ronnie! You go to your 
room, right this instant! 

Ronnie: (defiantly) No, I won't! You can't tell me what to do! 

(Father Sidney's fury intensifies. He slams his fists on the table, causing the dishes to 
rattle.) 

Father Sidney: Go! To! Your! Room! Now! 

(Ronnie, startled by his father's rage, quickly gets up and sprints towards the staircase. 
He slams the door to the upstairs bathroom, locking himself in.) 

(Diane :, tears still streaming down her face, appreciating her father's support 

 

Scene 3: The Art Teacher's Influence 

[Jerry is in a classroom, surrounded by teenage students. Mrs. Beagleman, a warm-
hearted art teacher, is guiding the students.] 

Mrs. Beagleman: (Encouragingly) Jerry, your artwork shows exceptional promise. Keep 
nurturing your talent, and the world will marvel at your creations. 

Scene 4: Dark Clouds 

[Jerry is walking home from school, visibly upset. Jeanette Ross is waiting at the front 
door.] 

Jeanette: What happened, Jerry? 

Jerry: (Distressed) Kids at school targeted me again, Mom. They called me terrible names 
and defaced our house with antisemitic grafitti. 

Jeanette: (Hugging Jerry) Oh, my dear, remember that their ignorance does not define 
you. Stay strong, and let your art speak your truth. 

Scene 5: Triumph on the Mat 



[Jerry is on a wrestling mat, fiercely battling opponents. The crowd cheers as he 
triumphs over his adversaries.] 

Announcer: And the winner is Jerry Ross! An undefeated champion! 

Scene 6: Fighting for a Cause 

[Jerry is participating in a Vietnam War protest, passionately chanting slogans alongside 
fellow activists.] 

Jerry: (Shouting through a bullhorn) End the war! Bring our troops home! 

Police Officer: (Handcuffing Jerry) You're under arrest for disorderly conduct and using a 
bullhorn without a permit. 

Scene 7: Trials and Solidarity 

[Jerry is in a courtroom, facing trial alongside the Buffalo Nine defendants.] 

Lawyer: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, my client, Jerry Ross, is a passionate advocate 
for peace and justice. He should not be silenced for speaking out against war. 

[The jury returns with a "hung jury" verdict.] 

Scene 8: Crossing Borders 

[Jerry is living in a hotel on the Mexican side of the border, teaching at a small grade 
school.] 

Hotel Pancho Villa Owner: Jerry, your dedication to education is admirable. You're 
making a difference in these children's lives. 

Scene 9: Love and New Beginnings 

[Jerry visits his sister in London and hitchhikes across Europe. Later, he settles in Eugene, 
Oregon.] 

Jerry: (Meeting Angela) Your love fills my life with colors I never knew existed. 

Angela: And your art brightens the world around us. 



Scene 10: An Italian Affair 

[Jerry exhibits his paintings in Italy, capturing the attention of art enthusiasts.] 

Italian Art Enthusiast: (Admiring Jerry's work) Your paintings speak to the soul, capturing 
the essence of Italy's beauty. You're an inspiration. 

Scene 10: Embracing the Journey 

[Jerry, now older but still vibrant, teaches plein air and organizes art groups in Eugene, 
Oregon.] 

Jerry: (Addressing a group of artists) Let us continue to explore the world through our 
brushes and palettes, creating masterpieces that inspire and transcend borders. 

[The stage fades out as Jerry's voice echoes, symbolizing the everlasting impact of his 
art and activism.] 

End of Play. 
 


